The Key Is Diligence

One of the blessings of fall, is to watch college football games. My husband and I sit there mesmerized as the young, enthusiastic players pass, catch, kick, and run. Such energy! Such determination! 

Part of the excitement is that you never know who is going to win. State of mind and determination can sometimes override sheer size and talent. 

But not always.

A few years ago we watched one of our favorite teams, Ole Miss, get defeated by Texas.  Now the Ole Miss team had been through some hard times, and had not won many games the year before. Yet this year was the first year for a new, energetic coach. He was full of enthusiasm, and it spilled out on all of the players as they encountered their opponents. 
It was a “building” year for Ole Miss, and Texas seemed to be already built! There was an obvious difference in size and experience. But we were really proud of our team. Even though they had a chance to be discouraged, they never gave up. 
Ole Miss lost the game, but they were able to squeeze out 31 points of their own. They left the game, knowing they had done their best, and that they would continue to build.
At least, we knew that.
In the middle of that night, I woke up and heard the Lord speaking to me. 
He said, "The church feels like Ole Miss felt. It seems that the state of affairs in our country - and within the church- is one of being out-sized and out-experienced when coming against the foolish and even evil forces in our world." 
I lay there pondering. That is indeed the way the church could feel – and many do.  And you know that if we are depending on our strength and our wisdom, we definitely are out-sized and out-experienced.
For us, it’s a matter of focus. 
If we look at the world and then we look at ourselves, we certainly could be discouraged. 
But when we look at our Father, the Creator of the Universe, the all-knowing one, our perception changes. We get centered again; ready for action.
The good news for us is that we don't have to depend on our own strength. We can count on God and all of His forces to help us when we do things His way.
So what do we do? We pray, we stay focused, and we continue to build.
Hebrews 6:11-12 says, We desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end, that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.
So let's remain diligent - or in some cases, get diligent. 

Let’s not stop. Let’s not give up. 

There may be forces coming against our personal lives, but we won’t let them cause us to give up. 

We must refocus and face the giants again.

In many cases, we may think that we need to rebuild. 
Well, let's do it! We block off some time for just ourselves and God. 
We pray and we rebuild our faith by meditating on His Word. 
We rebuild our faith in ourselves by praying, listening to God, and, oh yes, by meditating on His Word. 
We rebuild our churches, our communities, and our world by praying and sharing His Word.
We are in a big game! There may be giants facing us, but we can do this.
Pray, focus, and build. Pray, focus, and build. Pray, focus, and build.
Let's be not sluggish, but diligent. 
If we will do these things, we will see God’s hand in our lives – and we will see a turnaround in our world.

 
 

