Extending Your Faith to Others

We often talk about faith, because "without faith it's impossible to please God." (Hebrews 11:6) 

We know that we receive all that God has for us by faith. ("Through faith and patience we inherit the promises"). (Hebrews 6:12). 

It pleases our Father to bless us with His presence and all that He has provided. 

But this is not all that there is to faith.

When we are walking with God, we begin to feel His heartbeat and His purpose will grow within us. The purpose in His heart is not just for us to have a blessed life. His purpose includes eternity and all that implies. 
The first implication of eternity is who is going to be in Heaven. You are going to be there, of course. 
But what about your neighbors? Are they?
As we go about our daily lives, we encounter many people who have never heard the Gospel. They may have heard twisted bits and pieces which have turned them away, but some have never heard the very simple truth that Jesus loves us.
So let’s extend our faith.
I want to challenge you to do something. Purchase a notebook and write down a list of people who come to mind who are not walking with God. Your family members, neighbors, co-workers (yes, even that mean one), and friends. 
Then pray over that list everyday. Lay your hand upon the page and pray for these people to have their eyes opened to the truth. 
Ask God to show you if there is anything you need to say to them. Do you need to share about your relationship with your Savior?
Every situation is different, so you need to listen closely to God's direction. 
Some have been hurt by those who proclaim to be Christians. Perhaps legalism has crushed or frightened them. Perhaps the hypocrisy of leaders has disillusioned them. And of course, many lies have been perpetrated to confuse and discourage those who might be seeking the true God.
One thing is for certain - these people do not have the faith that they need to walk with God. They do not have faith that their prayers will be answered. They certainly do not know that God loves them and has a good plan for them.

So that's where you come in. These people need your faith. They need your prayers. While you couldn't save yourself from your sin, Jesus did that for you. 
Now you will extend His ministry by doing for others what they cannot do for themselves. By praying for them.
Ask God to open your eyes to this ministry of intercession. 
You will pray for those who can't pray for themselves, asking God to show His mercy to those around you. He wants His grace to be available to all. When those around you don't know how to pray for themselves, your prayers on their behalf are crucial to His plan.
Yet there is more. 
After you pray, you may need to share your faith or encourage those for whom you have prayed. Tell them of God's love for them as individuals. Answer questions, pray with them, and be the ambassador of Heaven you were called to be.
There are so many in our society today who really want to know the truth, but have never had it represented in a credible way. You can be that person they need to hear. 
They need your word, they need your prayers, and they need your faith. 
Will you be one who represents your Lord in the earth?
That's the greatest purpose of your faith.


